The right subclavian vein can be used as a surrogate of the inferior vena cava, as an echocardiographic indicator of systemic venous congestion.
Respiratory variations in the caliber of the inferior vena cava, imaged in the subcostal view with the patient supine, correlated well with respiratory variation in the caliber of the right subclavian vein with the patient reclining at a 45 degrees angle. The subclavian vein was imaged by a right supraclavicular approach. We suggest that the right subclavian vein caliber be used as a surrogate of the inferior vena cava caliber when the latter cannot be used because of obesity, epigastric tenderness, or other reasons.